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WSSFN Conference Call


December 2, 2009





Present: Takaomi Taira, MD, PhD, Joachim Krauss, MD, PhD, Andres Lozano, MD, PhD,  Michael Schulder, MD and Melody Dian





Absent: Jin Woo Chang, MD, PhD





Introductions:


The meeting was called to order by Dr. Taira at approximately 7 am EST. The minutes of the September 1, 2009 officer’s meeting had been circulated.





Web site update:


Dr. Taira reviewed the updates to the web site including his greeting letter, the fall newsletter and the revised online application process. Dr. Neimat was thanked for his work on the web site.  However, it was suggested that some features be added to the site to make it more interesting. Dr. Lozano suggested that photos of the leadership be placed on the web site.  Melody will request this of the leadership and also let Dr. Neimat know there will be some additions to the site.





Newsletter status:


No additional suggestions or comments were made relating to the newsletter.  The group felt it was well done and appreciated Dr. Oh’s efforts.





Membership and Outreach Program:


A report on the membership status was given by Melody.


	a. Currently there are 407 members in ASSFN and WSSFN collectively.  Of this there are 59 WSSFN members.


	b. Recently there was a membership recruitment drive using the names of those attending the WSSFN Toronto meeting who were non-members of the society. In the near future their will be a similar drive inviting those who were unable to attend the meeting who are non-WSSFN members.


	c. Sandy Meyer at AANS who handles the data base had been contacted to review the applicant status.  There are 14 new applicants being processed including 5 in the Out Reach Program.


	d. Dr. Vilela had reported that he recruited 30 new applicants at a recent meeting in Brazil.  Upon receipt of these applications, they will be processed and invoiced.


e.  The officers agreed that the membership fee might be too high therefore discouraging some membership opportunities.  

















e. (con’t) Dr. Krauss has been in communication with Karger regarding the European Society’s reduction of their journal costs.  This would allow the possibility of membership fees being reduced. Another possibility would be to offer two types of memberships, one with a reduced fee and just providing online access to the journal, and one with a higher fee that would provide a hard copy of the journal as well as online access.  Dr. Krauss will report back to the group about the status.





2011 Interim Meeting


The 2011 Interim Meeting will be chaired by Dr. Melvill and Dr. Fieggen and will be held in South Africa. Dr. Melvill had asked for guidance regarding how much support the society could provide towards this meeting. Dr. Lozano recommended that Dr. Melvill and his planning group construct a budget working towards its being revenue neutral and outlining the anticipated income and expenses. Until then, it would be difficult for the officer’s to offer an amount of funding.  It was recommended that Melody offer assistance in budget development. 





Dr. Schulder mentioned a group called FIENS.  Although they may not have revenue to apply towards this meeting, they may be able to assist with ancillary details such as marketing.





Potential dates were also discussed.  A list of major meetings had been researched and shared with the group.  It was suggested that January through March or November/December might be feasible because of the most suitable weather and major meeting dates.





It was recommended that a conference call sometime in January be arranged with Dr. Melvill and his committee to discuss the interim meeting and offer any suggestions as well as assist in resolving any issues. Melody will send this request to Dr. Melvill and Dr. Fieggen.





2013 Meeting information:


Dr. Taira reported that he had reviewed several locations in Tokyo for the 2013 WSSFN meeting. .He found that the hotel costs are expensive and nearly double that of the Toronto location.  There was some discussion about other cities in Japan, but it was determined that because of transportation challenges, Tokyo might be the best option for 2013. 





He suggested May 27-30, 2013 as possible dates.  Dr. Taira also reported that the Tokyo Metropolitan Government will subsidize the meeting with $20,000 which was welcomed news.





WSSFN subsidizing regional or interim meetings (travel grants, start up funding)


See above information.





Bank account status:


The society’s finances remain strong.  The current financial record had been sent to the officers by Melody and there were no changes or recommendations.





Information on historical devices:


Dr. Taira reported that there was some response to the e-mail request regarding preserving historical devices. At this time there was no request for funding to support a display of devices.  Dr. Gildenberg is preparing the history of WSSFN for the web site and photos of historical devices could also be placed on the web site.


























Other business:


There was some difficulty with the phone connections using the new company called InterCall.  Although the US and Canada links were clear, Dr. Krauss in Germany had static and Dr. Taira’s line was muted and very soft. This problem will be researched and if necessary another company will be used. Dr. Schulder explored the use of Gmail video chat, which is feasible, but  the consensus was to continue with phone conferences.





It was suggested that the next officer’s call be held in conjunction with the interim meeting committee sometime in January.





The meeting concluded at approximately 8:15 am EST.





Respectfully submitted,


Michael Schulder, MD


Secretary-Treasurer, WSSFN


























































































































































































































