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The World Society for Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery





Founded in 1961 as International Society for Research in Stereoencephalotomy





WSSFN Officer’s Meeting 9-1-09





Present: Takaomi Taira, MD, Joachim Krauss, MD, Michael Schulder, MD, Jin Woo Chang, MD, and Ms. Melody Dian





The meeting was called to order by Dr. Taira at 12:30 pm.





Survey re input into WSSFN educational activities


A survey will be prepared and sent to the WSSFN Board of Directors, including Continental VPs, to solicit suggestions re such activities as interim regional conferences.





Interim WSSFN meeting in 2011 – possible sites, in order of “preference”:


South Africa (1)


How many people would attend? 30 minimum (Krauss)


How many African NS are there?


Revenue neutral?


Dr. Taira will contact Dr. Melvill in order to answer these and other questions	.


Indonesia – just getting started w S&F surgery but it is a large country. (2)


Brazil -- ?too “developed”, i.e. the need for an educational conference is less (3)


Egypt (4)





Should the quadrennial WSSFN meeting be joined to the World Congress of Neurosurgery, as has been done in the past? After discussion the conclusion was no, because it would involve


Too prolonged a trip


The audiences of the two meetings are different enough that the benefit of such a combination would be relatively small.





Site and Timing of 2013 meeting


Dr. Taira is planning on Tokyo. This will be an easier trip for many of the international attendees. For many it will be their first trip to Tokyo so there is no concern re overfamiliarity.


The meeting will be in June 2013. Beginning the meeting on Monday and concluding Thursday will make the trip easier trip for many people coming from abroad. It will also be less expensive than starting on Sunday.





What educational programs could the WSSFN support?


Subsidizing regional meetings, including travel grants for selected attendees, is feasible and carries relatively little financial risk.


Fellowships are expensive and potentially complicated. This option can be revisited at another time.


Ask WFNS for S&F fellowship as part of their larger program. This should be facilitated by the WFNS designating the WSSFN as the organizing body of the Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery Committee of the WFNS.








Marketing


The officers acknowledged the superb efforts of Melody Dian in setting up the WFFSN exhibit at the World Congress/WFNS meeting. Hundreds of visitors stopped by the booth and received brochures inviting their membership in the society.


The brochures should be made available at the upcoming meeting of the International Neuromodulation Society in Seoul.


The (previously discussed) idea of other societies mandating membership in the WSSFN (as the ASSFN does) was discussed. Dr. Krauss pointed out that the past problem with this notion was the cost of Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery, which is $225/year. Re the suggestion that journal subscription be optional for these other regional societies, it was noted that the mandatory ASSFN subscriptions help to form a large part of the readership.








Archiving historical equipment


Dr. Taira had sent the other officers a photo of the historical stereotactic device display that he has set up in his department. It would be desirable to save other such devices before they are completely lost to memory.


WSSFN can support the purchase of glass cases for members who have assembled a collection worthy of display.


Medical school libraries might be suitable locations for such displays if neurosurgical departments do not have adequate space. 


An email will be sent to all WSSFN members asking if they have devices and if they would be willing to donate them for purposes of historical preservation.








Website


Dr. Gildenberg is preparing the history of the WSSFN for posting.


Selected photos from the Toronto meeting should be posted.


Updates from continental VPs will be sought for posting. Dr. Neimat continues as the webmaster.





Bylaws 


The following changes in the Bylaws were approved by the membership at the recent meeting in Toronto. They need to be posted on the website.


p. 2, IV.1 – add Past Presidents and Assistant Secretary-Treasurer as officers of the society.


IV.2 – there are now 15 directors and not 10 as was the case before.








Journal – SCI vs SCIe


Dr. Chang pointed out that Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery is listed on the “expanded” Citation Index, despite having a higher impact factor than some journals on the “regular” index. The result is that papers published in our journal have less value for neurosurgeons in Korea (and likely elsewhere) who are seeking promotion. This will be discussed with Dr. Roberts.








 The next officers’ conference � CONTACT _Con-3CAEBA491BA \c \s \l �call� will be held in early November. Dr. Schulder will evaluate the feasibility of Gmail video chat for this.





The meeting concluded at 2 pm.





Respectfully submitted,





Michael Schulder, MD


Secretary-Treasurer, WSSFN











      












































